
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Center Hill Gate Installation Rescheduled; Highway 96 Over 
Dam Closes August 4th 
 
NASHVILLE, TENN., July 11, 2008 – Installation of an orifice gate at Center Hill Lake 

has been rescheduled for August 4 due to the need for a larger crane, according to the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 Originally scheduled for July 8, a small crane was scheduled to allow traffic to 

pass the dam along Highway 96 while the work was underway.  However, the crane’s 

cables were not quite long enough to lower the gate down the upstream face of the 

concrete portion of the dam to its position near the base of the dam. The lowering of the 

gate has been rescheduled for Monday, August 4th, 2008 using a larger crane with 

longer cables.  This crane will require full road closure from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.    

 Work is continuing on the Corps of Engineers’ Center Hill Seepage remediation, 

a six-year, four-construction contract overall plan.  The first of four large construction 

contracts to correct seepage problems at Center Hill Dam was not delayed by the 

altered schedule, but is in high production, working six days per week, two 10-hour 

shifts and has only halted for minor, temporary weather-related delays.  

 This contract will reduce seepage by a series of closely-spaced grout holes 

pumped into the earthen portion of the dam foundation and the left rim foundation, 

beginning in September and continuing for more than a year. 
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 As part of environmental mitigation to continue a minimum flow into the Caney 

Fork River once the seepage is reduced, the overall seepage reduction plan includes 

manufacture and installation of an orifice gate.  The orifice gate (photo 1) is a steel plate 

with open ports and will be placed over one of six 4 x 6-foot culverts called sluice gates, 

located at the base of the concrete portion of the dam (photo 2 and 3).  This orifice gate 

will provide an approximate 200 cubic foot per second minimum flow through the dam 

and will provide cold water releases and improve dissolved oxygen downstream to 

maintain the fishery once the seepage is cut off.   

 Travelers are encouraged to plan alternate routes during this time.  The closest 

alternate route to drive from one side of the dam to the other is to travel I-40 just north 

of the dam.  From the east end of the dam, take HWY 96 to I-40, travel I-40 west for 

approximately 10 miles to exit #258.  At exit #258, travel south on HWY 53 for 

approximately one mile before turning onto HWY 141, which leads to the west end of 

Center Hill Dam.      

 Additional information on the Center Hill Dam Seepage Rehabilitation Project 

may be found on the Nashville District website at 

http://www.lrn.usace.army.mil/CenterHill/.  
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Photo 1 - The 11,000 pound orifice gate. 
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Photo 2 - The starting position of the orifice gate 
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Photo 3 - The final position of the orifice gate 
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